
hot or tepid water, and in extreme nervous disturbances the
temporary application of cold cloths or the icebag to the head.
He also recommends the internal use of liquor ammonise ace-
tatis in dram doses (4.00) as an antipyretic. This rise in
temperature, however, may not be due to the toxic effect of the
pneumocodcus alone, but may be caused by gastrointestinal dis¬
turbances, and consequently calomel in small doses may relieve
the hyperpyrexia, and the restlessness.

In the treatment of insomnia in these cases he recommends
cold applications to the head or hot applications to the chest.
The use of ammonium bromid in from 5 to 10-grain doses (.30-
.65) is recommended as effective and as the least harmful of
all the hypnotics. In some eases a dose of brandy, drams 2 to
4 (8.00-15.00) in hot water is recommended as a very efficient
hypnotic.

Any signs of cardiac weakness must be carefully watched
for, such as dilatation of the left ventricle or failure of the
right heart, and at the onset of these signs he recommends the
use of alcohol in the form of brandy or wine, strychnia and
ether. For an infant one year old in the precriticai stage of
pneumonia he recommends strychnia in doses of from 1/100
grain to 1/200 grain (.0006-.Ò003) every four hours. If dila¬
tation of the right ventricle is present, with cynanosis and
dyspnea, showing an overaction of the right side of the
heart, some depletion of blood is recommended. He therefore
recommends the application of three or four leeches over the
hepatic region, followed by a hot fomentation to encourage
further bleeding. In connection with this treatment he ad¬
vises further assistance by a two or three-grain dose of calo¬
mel, followed by a saline, in addition to the heart stimulants
already recommended. Dry cupping is sometimes advised, em¬

ployed over the base of the lungs posteriorly, as a substitute
for the leeches.

He has not seen much benefit from the use of oxygen inhala¬
tions.

In some cases dyspnea and rapid breathing arise, which ap¬
parently do not depend on the pulmonary or cardiac condition.
In such cases the cause is probably the failure of the respira¬
tory center, due to the effects of the toxemia, and in these
instances he recommends atropin as a direct respiratory stimu¬
lant, combined with strychnia, given in doses of from 1/100 to
1/200 grain (.0006-.0003) hypodermically every four hours for
a child 5 years of age.

Laryngismus Stridulus.
Comby, in the Medical Bulletin, recommends that in these

sudden paroxysms hot compresses be applied to the anterior
portion of the neck, and that an emetic be given internally.
The child, of course, should be confined to the house, and
given hot drinks with antispasmodic remedies. The following
combination is recommended in such conditions:

R. Tinct. belladonna;.m. xx 1 30
Potassi bromidi.gr. xxx 2
Syrupi auràntii corticis q. s. ad.Si 30

M. Sig. : One teaspoonful every three hours in a little
water.

In severe cases the dose of the bromid may be increased.
The following combination is sometimes recommended as a
substitute for the foregoing:

R. Spiritus chloroformi.m.  65
Glycerini .3i 4
Syrupi tolutani .3 20
Aquse dest. q. s. ad.gii 60

M. Sig.: One teaspoonful at a dose, and repeat every half-
hour if necessary.

In some eases in which asphyxia may be probable, rhythmictraction of the tongue is recommended previous to intubation
or tracheotomy. He recommends as prophylactic treatment of
this trouble that any vegetative growths in the nasopharynx
should be removed as well as large faucial tonsils, if present.

Mercury in Parasypilitic Conditions.
In the treatment of certain stages of syphilis and in those

diseases due to the toxins of this disease, as tabes dorsalis, Dr.
Frank Billings recommends mercury given in the usual form,
as inunctions, by the application of the ointment to differ¬
ent portions of the body each day, preferably the inner portions

of the thighs, the calves of the legs, the sides of the thorax,
and the inner portion of the arms. He also recommends as a

substitute for this method of introducing mercury into the
system, the injections of the bichlorid of mercury deeply into
the muscular tissue, about two or three times a week. The
dose of the bichlorid recommended is about 1/25 of a grain
(.0025). He especially recommends as probably the most suit¬
able preparation of mercury in the treatment of these para-
syphilitic conditions the salicylate administered in the follow¬
ing combination :

R. Hydrargyri salicylatis.gr. xxiv 1|65
Liquid paraffin .Jss 15|

M. Sig. : Five minims injected subcutaneously two or three
times a week.

The advantage of this latter form of medication is that it is
taken up very gradually by the system, and consequently the
effects of mercury are present for a number of weeks or months
after these injections have been made, owing to this slow ab¬
sorption. The size of the dose may be gradually increased, if
necessary, to meet the requirements of the case. The iodids are
recommended in conjunction with this treatment, and are to
be given in gradually increasing doses by the mouth.

The Treatment of Laryngeal Manifestations of Influenza.
E. J. Moure, in an abstract in Merck's Archives, states that

the laryngeal manifestations of influenza may be described
under four different forms—the catarrhal form, the infiltrated
edematous form, the ulcerative form, and the myopathie form.
As local treatment in these different conditions he recommends
an inhalation of the following combination:

R. Menthol ._..gr.  |65
Balsam peruviani .3ss 2|
Thymol.gr. i |06
Tinct. eucalypti q. s. ad.gii 601

M. Sig.: One teaspoonful floated on a pint of hot water as
an inhalation.

In conjunction with this treatment he recommends hot fo¬
mentations externally applied to the neck and throat, as espe¬
cially useful in the painful congestive forms. Scarification,
according to the author, may" be necessary in the edematous
form, when the following combination fails to give the proper
relief:

R. Cocaínas hydrochlor.gr. ii-iiiss 12-.20
Sol. adrenalin (1-1,000).m. xl 2 65
Glycerini
Aq. menth. pip., ää.3vi 24
Aquaî q. s. ad.3vi 180

M. Sig.: To be used as a spray three or four time a day.
Later in the course of the disease, after the infiltration has

subsided, he recommends applications of a silver nitrate or
zinc chlorid solution, 1 to 100, locally to the affected parts.

Medicolegal
Competency of Witnesses.

The Supreme Court of Georgia says of a witness, in Macon
Railway & Light Co. vs. Mason, that, had he been licensed
under the laws of that state to practice medicine, he would
have been competent to testify as an expert witness on the
fact being made to appear that he was a licensed physician.
But, generally, nothing more is required to entitle one to give
testimony as an expert than that he has been educated in
the particular trade or profession. Knowledge gained by con¬
sistent and close study of medical works renders one compe¬
tent to testify as an-expert concerning the matters of which
he has thus learned. It is not essential that he should be
actively engaged in the practice of medicine. Nor is it essen¬
tial that one who really has a scientific education on the sub¬
ject should be a graduate of any medical college, or have a
license to practice from any medical board. What he knows
is what really qualifies him to express an opinion as an expert,
and a diploma or license is only important as furnishing sat¬
isfactory evidence of his competency as a witness. Accord¬
ingly, a person who is neither a physician nor surgeon can

express an opinion on a medical question, when the matter
inquired about lies within the domain of the profession or call-
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ing which the witness pursues. But not being a licensed prac¬
titioner, it is necessary to lay the proper foundation showing
him to be an expert as to the subjects on which he proposes
to express his opinion.

The court also holds that the wife of an injured party is not,
because of the marital relation existing between them, and
the policy of the law to preserve inviolate the confidential
communications between husband and wife, incompetent to
testify as to the nature of the injury received by him, and its
effect on his physical condition, when there is nothing to indi¬
cate that her knowledge on the subject was gained because of
any confidence which he reposed in her as his wife. The wife
may testify to symptoms which she has observed indicating
that her husband suffered from headache, but she should not
be permitted to generalize or state any bare conclusion on her
observation of others who had headache, she not professing to
be" an expert.

New Compulsory Vaccination Law.
Chapter 58 of the Acts of West Virginia of 1905 amends

section 21 of chapter 150 of the Code of that state by pro¬
viding that the county court of any county in the state, on

petition of 100 voters of the county, shall direct and have
enforced on any party or parties compulsory vaccination or

quarantine, in case of smallpox epidemie, in any city, town or

village of the county or in their said county. Any person re¬

fusing to be vaccinated when so directed by the county court,
and who can not give satisfactory proof of having been vac¬
cinated previous to that time, or a certificate from a reputable
physician showing that a successful vaccination on his or her
body is impossible or improper, or sufficient reason be given
why it has not been done, shall be placed under quarantine as
directed by section 7 of this chapter; provided, further, that
when it shall be directed by the county court of any county in
this state as herein provided, no child or person residing in a

locality in which an epidemic is prevailing shall be admitted
to or received into any of the public schools in any city, town,
village or the county who can not produce a certificate or sat¬
isfactory proof showing a successful vaccination, or a certifi¬
cate from a reputable physician showing that á successful
vaccination on his or her body is impossible or improper, or
sufficient reason be given \vhy it has not been done, and the
trustees or other officers having charge, management or con¬
trol of such school shall cause the provisions of this act to be
enforced when so directed by the county court. For the pur¬
pose of the enforcement of this act the county court may ap¬
point competent physicians in any city, town, village or the
county, and fix their compensation, which shall in no case
exceed 25 cents for each successful vaccination; and such phy¬
sicians shall provide themselves with good and reliable vac¬
cine virus with which to vaccinate such persons when directed
by the county court. If any physician shall give any person a
false certificate of vaccination, as herein provided for, he shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof he shall
be fined not less than $20 nor more than $100. Any person
who shall have smallpox going into another county, within
three months of said time, shall be required to produce a cer¬
tificate showing that he has been properly cleansed and disin¬
fected, which certificate shall state what has been done to
accomplish this end, and if said certificate be acceptable to the
county health officer of the county to which such person shall
go, it shall be deemed sufficient and entitle such person to re¬
main therein, but if not deemed sufficient, such person shall
not be permitted to remain therein.

To Prevent the Spread of Communicable Diseases.
Chapter 519 of the Laws of Tennessee of 1905 provides that

whenever any case of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera, bubonic
plague, typhus fever, diphtheria, membranous croup, scarlet
fever, or other communicable diseases exist (except it shall
not embrace any venereal disease, such as gonorrhea or syphi¬
lis), or is even suspected to exist in any household, it shall
be the duty of the head of said household, or any other person
in such household possessing knowledge of said facts, to im¬
mediately notify the municipal or county health authorities.
Furthermore, whenever any physician, surgeon or practitioner
of medicine shall know or suspect that any person or persons,

whom they have been called to visit, or who has been brought
to them for examination (or any other suspicious information
received relative thereto), is, or are infected, or even sus¬

pected, with any of the aforementioned diseases, he shall, and
it shall be his duty to, immediately notify the health authori¬
ties of the town or county in which said diseased person or

persons are found.
After receiving such notice, it shall be the duty of all mu¬

nicipal or county health authorities to immediately proceed
to carry out such rules and regulations as the state board of
health may prescribe, having for their object the prevention
and restriction of the disease or diseases above mentioned-
The house or locality shall be inspected, and the diseased per¬
son or persons, as well as any other person or persons exposed1
to said disease, may be quarantined. And when a case of
either of the diseases above named is reported the local board
of health or its health officer shall at once cause to be placed
in a conspicuous position on the house where it exists a quar¬
antine card having printed on it in large letters the name of
the disease within, or to prohibit entrance to or exit from such
house without written permission from the health officer, and
no person quarantined by a local board of health or its health
officer on account of having a contagious disease, or for having
been exposed thereto, shall leave such quarantined house or

place without the permission of the health officer, and every
physician attending a person affected with any of the afore¬
said diseases shall use such precautionary measures to pre¬
vent the spread of the disease, as may be required by said
local board of health. No person shall remove or deface such
card, which shall remain in place until after the patient has
been removed from the house, or has recovered and is no

longer capable of communicating the disease, and the said
house and the contents thereof have been properly disin¬
fected by the local board of health and all other sources of
danger of communicating the disease are removed. It shall
be the duty of every physician in attendance on any person
afflicted with any contagious or infectious disease designated
in this act to notify the proper health officer when said prem¬
ises are ready for disinfection, so that the same may be prop¬
erly disinfected under the directions of said health officer or
some other person under his authority.

Municipal and county health officers or municipal and county
boards of health may adopt such measures for the general or
local vaccination of the inhabitants of their respective juris¬
dictions as they shall deem proper and necessary, and when¬
ever necessary vaccinate such inhabitants to prevent the in¬
troduction or to arrest the progress of smallpox without being
authorized or ordered by the state board, and the expenses in
whole or in part of such general or local vaccination shall, on
their order, be paid out of the city or county funds, as the
ease may be. Every person who shall refuse to be vaccinated
or prevent a person under his or her care and control from
being vaccinated on application being made by the said health
officer or said board of health or by a physician employed for
that purpose, unless in the written opinion of another physi¬cian it would not be prudent on account of sickness, shall be
fined not more than $5 for each offense, and any physicianfraudulently giving a certificate of sickness or of vaccination
to prevent vaccination shall be fined not less than $25 nor
more than $50.

Other provisions of the act are that whenever a place is
quarantined it shall be the duty of the board of health to
provide for all persons confined therein food, fuel, and all
other necessaries of life, including medicine and nurses when¬
ever necessary. On receipt of notice of existing or suspected
disease as above the board of education, superintendent, or
school district board shall be notified, and said public school
authorities shall not allow any pupil to attend any public
school from the house while any inmate of same is sick with
smallpox or other communicable disease, or during the periodof two weeks after the death, recovery or removal of the sick
person. For one believing himself afflicted with a contagious
disease to voluntarily go on the highway or enter a public
conveyance, or to knowingly aid him to do it, is made a mis¬
demeanor. The state board of health may carry out these pro¬visions whenever a local board neglects or refuses to do it.
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